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Step into your
future and
experience the
Macleod Dixon
advantage

Experience
Macleod Dixon
• Top-tier international practice

When you choose to launch your

• Friendly people

professional career at Macleod

• One day off each week to
prepare for cpled

Dixon, you become part of a
dynamic group of talented
individuals who are committed

• Ability to focus on
a specific practice area

to excellence and dedicated to

• Competitive salary

helping you carve out a solid

• Broad benefits package

and rewarding career.

• Paid vacation during summer
and articling programs
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Ivona Pospisilova
my hometown Vernon, British Columbia
undergrad school University of Alberta
(BA Psychology)
Law school University of Calgary
my name

My decision to pursue a career in law was
driven by my fascination with its historical
roots, and the unpredictability and energy
of a courtroom. I am especially interested
in aboriginal and land issues, and how the
two areas come together to create complex
litigation matters. I plan to balance out a
challenging career by continuing to work with
young offenders in the community, a passion
I have long held.
my TOP FIVE THINGS

Wine & cheese with friends
2	The beach and the sun
3	Playing classical piano
4 I Know This Much Is True by Wally Lamb
5	Hiking in Kananaskis Country
1
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put yourself in the picture at macleod dixon
Walk through the doors of any of our offices and you’ll experience a world of
difference — a place that is welcoming, where you can fit in comfortably and
where opportunity abounds. You’ll encounter a premier international law firm
with a progressive track record and a supportive learning environment. Our firm’s
demographics are young and hire-back ratios are high — usually 100%. You’ll find
an innovative firm staffed with more than 250 legal professionals located around
the world. Our work setting is open and our people are committed to encouraging
and facilitating personal growth and professional development.
At Macleod Dixon we’re interested in seeing you grow and succeed in both your
student experience and your career.

our firm and our approach is different
• Macleod Dixon is consistently ranked
as a top-tier international law firm. Our
Calgary office is one of the largest in
Western Canada, and we are highly
regarded in Toronto for the types of law
we practice in that market.
• We were the first law firm in Calgary to
proactively introduce an at-home weekly
study day as part of the CPLED bar
admission course. The study day enables
students to balance study requirements
and firm work assignments.

• Students who exhibit superior initiative
and focus can exercise a greater amount
of control over their articles, including
the practice area in which they work. The
ability to focus on a specific practice area
provides meaningful exposure to legal
issues and helps develop and strengthen
expertise in a particular area.

At Macleod Dixon, you
will find a firm made up
of friendly, intelligent and
interesting people who
care passionately about the
practice of law, the work
they do for their clients and
the life experiences they
share with each other.
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practice areas
Aboriginal Law
Alternative Dispute Resolution
Banking & Private Capital
Business Law
Class Actions
Commercial Real Estate
Construction
Corporate Commercial
Electricity
Employment & Labour
Energy & Resources
Environmental
Global Resources
Government Relations
Health
Insolvency & Restructuring
Insurance & court liability Defence
Intellectual Property
International Law
Litigation
Mergers & Acquisitions
Mining
Personal Injury
Privacy
Project Development and Finance
Regulatory
Securities
Tax
Technology Enterprises
Telecommunications
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about the firm
Business law and commercial litigation are the
cornerstones of our practice with an emphasis
on corporate finance activities, mergers and
acquisitions, international trade, energy, mining
and environmental law.
With an impressive international practice
and offices in six locations around the globe,
Macleod Dixon has garnered a reputation for
being a law firm of choice.

clients
Our client list is impressive and includes
national and international corporations, public
and private businesses, governments and
individuals. We advise on a wide range of
domestic, cross-border and international issues
and have a reputation for pioneering major
transactions in Canada and around the world.

Our professionals
place great value in
helping you explore
your full potential.
They will get to know
you, professionally and
socially, while actively
participating in your
development.

macleod dixon _ aim high

Retired Senator Dan Hays,
our longest serving Partner,
is Chairman of the firm. He
makes no secret of the fact
that he highly values the
opportunity his position
gives him to actively engage
with the remarkable group
of students who have
chosen to become the next
generation of Macleod Dixon.
His interests outside the firm
include raising and promoting
Hays Converter cattle, skiing,
riding and, of course, politics.
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International Focus
We have offices located in Calgary,
Toronto, Moscow (Russia), Almaty
(Kazakhstan), Caracas (Venezuela)
and Rio de Janeiro (Brazil).
Our international business focus is on
infrastructure, energy and resourcerelated projects. We offer legal and
business services in several different
languages.
Many of our Canadian partners and
associates have the opportunity to work
with colleagues in our international
offices. Our associate exchange program
facilitates work experience opportunities
in our international offices.
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SUMMER STUDENT PROGRAM
Macleod Dixon offers summer law
students challenging and rewarding work,
comprehensive training and excellent
career development in a professional,
yet friendly and informal environment.

appearances, transaction closings
and related work. A comprehensive
orientation and an ongoing professional
development program are offered to
all students.

Summer students are given exposure to
various practice areas and are involved
with legal research, the drafting of
legal documents and client meetings.
Students also obtain exposure to court

As a student at Macleod Dixon, you
are part of our team of professionals,
delivering quality legal services to
our clients.

Salimah Janmohamed is an Associate
in the Banking and Private Capital
Practice Group. When she is not
immersed in financing transactions,
she composes poetry and engages
in numerous volunteer projects
in the wider community.

the articling experience
When you article with Macleod Dixon,
the demands are high, but so are the
rewards. Annually we recruit between
thirteen and sixteen students in Calgary
and three or four in Toronto. Students
are able to select from a number of start
dates and typically begin their articles
during the summer following graduation
from law school, or after completion of
their court clerkship.
As a student, you will have full access
to our legal professionals at all levels.
Our partners and associates will get to

know you, professionally and socially,
while actively participating in your
development.
The articling program in Alberta consists
of twelve months of articles, which
includes participation in the CPLED
program. The articling program in
Ontario consists of ten months of articles.
Please refer to the CPLED, Law Society
of Alberta or Law Society of Upper
Canada websites for specific information
regarding articling requirements.
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Alan Harvie is a Partner and Chair of the Environmental
Law Practice Group. Outside of the office you can find
him racing down a mountain on either a bike or skis
depending on the season.
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PRACTICE AREA
Summer students at Macleod Dixon are exposed to as many practice areas as possible
over their summer at the firm.
Articling students in Toronto have the opportunity to gain exposure to all of our major practice
groups. In Calgary, articling students are encouraged to focus on the specific field of law they
are interested in. Not only does this provide the opportunity to become part of a team and to
develop greater expertise in a specific practice area, it allows students to get involved and see
files through to completion. Although the majority of students elect to focus on one specific
area, an optional practice rotation program is available.

TRAINING & professional development
Macleod Dixon places significant emphasis on lawyer training and continuing professional
development. In addition to an in-depth orientation to the firm and its operations, students
are encouraged to attend regular “Insider Training” seminars.
The seminars run throughout the year and range from sessions conducted by our lawyers or
guest speakers to full-day workshops. Students are also given the opportunity to attend external
seminars sponsored by the Legal Education Society of Alberta, the Law Society of Upper
Canada, the Canadian Bar Association, the Ontario Bar Association and other organizations.

Rujuta Patel is a Partner in the
Business Law Group. She also
practices competition law and is
an English solicitor. With visits to
over 20 countries under her belt,
Rujuta is a keen traveler who has
recently discovered her passion
for yoga.

Ryan Penner is an Associate in
the Litigation Practice Group. When
he is not fighting the good fight, he
enjoys assisting those who promote
live music throughout Calgary. He is
also an avid soccer player.
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Calgary is a richly vibrant
and dynamic metropolis.
Aptly named the Heart
of the New West, it is a
city within a park. A place
where western roots and
new world experiences
come together in harmony
within a spectacular
natural environment. An
energy hub and a rapidly
rising city on the move.

12

macleod dixon _ aim high

13

macleod dixon _ Measured by the company we Keep

Justin Doll
my hometown Peace River, Alberta
undergrad school University of Alberta
(BA Political Science)
Law school Dalhousie University
my name

it’s important to set high
expectations for yourself, but it’s
equally important to be yourself.
i work best around a group of
highly motivated and diverse
individuals, and so it was essential
for me to find a place that had
both. nothing challenges you
professionally, socially, and personally
quite like a fresh new perspective.
i expect my career to be challenging
and rewarding on all levels.
my TOP FIVE THINGS

James Joyce (the pub and the writer)
2 Watching Coen Brothers flicks
with friends
3 Squash during the week and golf
on the weekends
4 Being a cowboy for ten days a year
(no more, no less)
5	Ultimate Frisbee in the park during
lunch hour
1
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COMMUNICATION and support are IMPORTANT
We are committed to ensuring that your student experience is a success in every way. In
addition to the support and mentoring you receive from your principal, all of our lawyers
are entrusted with the responsibility to ensure you grow and develop as a young lawyer.
During the articling year students participate in regularly scheduled performance
evaluations. Verbal feedback is encouraged on a daily basis, and associates and partners
provide written evaluations to enhance individual development and career success.
The same level of communication and support is given to our summer students, and
they also participate in formal performance reviews.

salary & benefits
Summer students receive competitive

vacation during their ten-month articling

salaries and two weeks of paid vacation.

period. The firm pays law society and bar

We offer articling students competitive

We are here to guide,
inspire, motivate and
help you become the
best you can be.

admission fees.

salaries and a broad benefit package

We offer a firm-sponsored employee

including life insurance, critical illness

and family assistance program, a health

coverage, dependant life insurance,

and wellness subsidy program and a

extended health coverage, short and

technology allowance. A group retirement

long-term disability and dental coverage.

savings plan is also available.

Salaries are increased on the one year

Macleod Dixon has progressive policies

anniversary of the commencement of

relating to alternative work schedules and

a student’s articles and are reviewed

maternity and family leave for partners and

annually for associates. Articling students

associates. We have an associate exchange

in Calgary receive three weeks of paid

program that facilitates cohesion between

vacation during their twelve-month

our offices, and our firm offers a sabbatical

articles; and articling students in Toronto

program for partners.

students receive two weeks of paid
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Robert (Bob) Engbloom, Q.C. is a Senior
Partner and practises primarily corporate,
M&A and securities law. When Bob is not
heading up landmark transactions, you may
find him skiing, cycling or hiking either locally,
or in various locations around the globe.
Andy Robertson is a Partner and
Chair of our Employment Law Practice
Group. He is also the Chair of the Board of
Habitat for Humanity Calgary, and sits on the
Board of Youthlink (a society that manages
the Calgary Police Service Interpretive
Centre). Andy plays guitar and keyboard and
sings in two classic rock bands.
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social aspect
We encourage you to experience
the social aspect of our firm.
In Calgary, a welcome reception for
articling students and guests is held
each Fall and in Toronto, members of
the firm host an orientation dinner for
current and incoming articling students
as well as an early summer celebration.
Special events and gatherings are
regularly organized for all students in
both our Calgary and Toronto offices
and include firm dinners, holiday parties
and informal monthly get-togethers.
Students also participate in a variety of
lawyer social events held throughout
the year.
Our Calgary and Toronto associates and
articling students gather at an annual
associates’ retreat. This get-together
presents a great opportunity for our
Canadian associates and articling
students to meet and socialize. Often
a number of associates from our
international offices join in the fun.
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Kelly Moffet
my hometown Sherwood Park, Alberta
undergrad school University of Alberta
(BA in Psychology, BA in Music)
Law school University of Calgary
my name

As someone who loves to sing and
perform, litigation was an obvious
choice once I started law school. I
love the thrill of being in front of an
audience. The courtroom is the closest
to an onstage performance you can get
in the professional world. No one knows
what exactly will happen, but the rush
of presentation is worth the extensive
preparation. I’m also interested
in giving back to the community
by participating in philanthropic
organizations that promote arts and
culture in the city. Hopefully, through
all this, my career will be both
challenging and rewarding.

my TOP FIVE THINGS

Great bottles of wine with good friends
Music festivals
3 Spicy vindaloo and chana masala
4	The Royal Tenenbaums
5 Karaoke
1

2	Folk
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professional resources
We have professional staff in key support areas such as library services, finance,
administration, corporate services, information technology, human resource
management, marketing, document imaging and production, litigation support, office
services, paralegal services and legal assistants.

TECHNOLOGY
We are a leader in the use of technology. A monthly allowance is available to lawyers
and articling students for personal technology tools such as home high-speed internet
service, cell phone service, and Blackberry.
Lawyers and articling students have the option to work from a desktop computer or
have the versatility that a laptop provides. Full access to mobile technology is provided
by the firm. Our remote access system is highly secure, providing the freedom and
flexibility to work from remote locations.

We pride ourselves on
being a progressive,
innovative firm and
continually work to
ensure that we have the
best in professional and
technological resources.

COMMUNITY
We are committed to our communities and encourage both individual and firm
participation in community and firm-sponsored activities. We support a wide range of
charitable organizations and events including the Calgary Inter-Faith Food Bank, the
YMCA, United Way, Honen’s International Piano Competition, Theatre Calgary and the
annual Macleod Dixon Ride for Kids.
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The City of Toronto is the
cultural, entertainment and
financial capital of Canada.
A vibrant, exciting city
that’s home to a diverse
collection of some of the
most colourful and ecclectic
communities in Canada.
Our Ontario base has been
established for many years
and the work we do here
compares to that of the
biggest firms on Bay Street.
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Meredith MacDonald
my hometown Calgary, Alberta
undergrad school St. Francis Xavier University
(BBA Marketing)
Law school University of Ottawa
my name

After training in classical ballet for fifteen
years with similarly goal-driven dancers, I
developed a discipline of working hard in a
team environment. I am therefore excited
to be entering a career that presents new
challenges and that allows me to learn from
many diverse and talented individuals. I am
looking forward to starting a career with
a large international law firm as it will give
me the opportunity to explore many different
areas of law and enable me to tailor my
practice to suit my interests.
my TOP FIVE THINGS

Running
2 Movies with friends
3	Vacationing in Prince Edward Island
4	Turkey (the country)
5	The first cup of coffee in the morning
1
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student recruitment
First and second year summer students are hired by Macleod Dixon’s Calgary office.
Summer students are hired after a six to seven week national recruitment process
which is typically concluded by the first week of November. Summer student interview
schedules are generally organized by the Career Development offices of each Canadian
law school. Summer students are urged to check with their Career Development offices
and our website for specific details relating to your law school.
In Toronto, timing of student interviews and the extension of offers to students is
governed by the rules set by the Law Society of Upper Canada. Particulars of the student
hiring process for the Toronto office may be obtained from our website.
In Calgary, we recruit articling students in accordance with the Rules of the Law Society
of Alberta. Articling student candidates are interviewed at the conclusion of their second
year of law school during a pre-determined two-week period in June.
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offices
CALGARY OFFICE
We have over 170 lawyers and students in our head office in
Calgary. Located in Canterra Tower, our office is situated in the
north central part of the downtown area — close to Prince’s
Island Park, the Eau Claire YMCA and Eau Claire Market.

TORONTO OFFICE
Our Toronto office has over 40 legal professionals and is
located in the TD Centre, in the heart of the downtown
business community.

INTERNATIONAL OFFICES
Our CIS (Moscow and Almaty) offices are expanding as the
Russian and Kazakhstan business communities become more
global in focus. Our Caracas office is one of the largest law
firms in Venezuela and we are involved in the energy and
mining markets of Brazil through our association with one
of Rio de Janeiro’s largest firms.
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CONTACT US
We appreciate your interest in
Macleod Dixon. Please contact
us for additional information.
Interested students are invited
to submit their resume with their
law school and undergraduate
transcripts to:
Macleod Dixon LLP — Calgary
3700 Canterra Tower
400 Third Avenue SW
Calgary, Alberta T2P 4H2
Phone (403) 267-8222
Fax (403) 264.5973
E-mail students@macleoddixon.com
Macleod Dixon LLP — Toronto
Toronto-Dominion Centre
TD Waterhouse Tower
79 Wellington Street West
Suite 2300, P.O. Box 128
Toronto, Ontario M5K 1H1
Phone (416) 360-8511
Fax (416) 360-8277
E-mail students@macleoddixon.com
Further information on the firm and
our student programs is available on
our website at macleoddixon.com.

mdstudents.ca

Calgary Toronto Moscow Almaty Caracas Rio de Janeiro

